
 

 
 

 

 

WELCOME TO  

LONG ISLAND VOICE 

LESSONS! 

 

SUPPLY LIST 
Students are expected to bring the following items to their lessons each week: 

 3 Ring Binder to keep all of your music and any handouts 

o Music should be printed or taped back to back.   

o Preferably no sheet protectors and never staples.  

 Page Dividers (each song will have its own section) 

 Loose Leaf Paper for taking notes 

 Pencil 

 Highlighter or colored pencils 

 A means with which to record each lesson (phone, iPod, or mini recording device) 

o If student does not have a means to record, I can record the lesson for them 

 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
 Practicing: Students may use recordings from previous lessons and sing along with the warm-

ups and exercises.  Additionally, they can create their own routine using the guidelines in the 

Practice Checklist.  Ideally, students should practice 3-5 days a week, for 30 minutes.  If you find 

this difficult, try breaking it into two 15 minute sessions or three 10 minute sessions.  Ultimately, 

it is more beneficial to practice a little bit every day rather than once a week for 2 hours.  

 

 Journal Entries: Students are encouraged to listen back to their lesson recording each week and 

jot down observations on the loose leaf in their binder.  It is also helpful to keep track of each 

time they practice including the date, time, duration, and what they practiced. 

 

 Lesson Preparedness:  

o Students should be bringing their Music Binders and other supplies with them to each 

lesson.  They should have any new music assigned to them the previous week printed and 

neatly placed in their binder. 

 

STUDIO VOICE RECITALS: 
I try to put together a studio voice recital in early November and late May of each year, pending 

student availability.  There is a $40 participation fee per student.  This fee covers the cost of the theatre 

rental and the hiring of an accompanist.  To keep the participation cost low, a minimum of 10 students 

must be available for the recital to occur.  A 2-hour rehearsal is held at my home at a date prior to the 

recital to give the students an opportunity to practice with the accompanist and to perform a run through 

of the recital.  Snacks are provided at the rehearsal.   
 



 

 

 

WELCOME CONT’D 

 

 

- MUSIC ASSIGNMENTS will be a joint effort.  I feel it is important that students take an active role 

in choosing the songs they want to sing.  If a student suggests a song that I feel is inappropriate due 

to level of difficulty or subject matter, I will deny the request and make some alternative 

suggestions.  If a student has no idea what they would like to sing, I will gladly give suggestions.  I 

have a large library of music from which to choose, and can often find or purchase a song I do not 

already own.  I do ask that if I purchase a song for a student, that they put in the time and effort to 

fully learn that song.  I have had students change their minds shortly after I have purchased music 

specifically for them.  If this becomes a habit, I will ask that the student purchase any music I do not 

already have in my library. 

 

- DROPBOX: I create a Dropbox folder for each student.  The folder will contain any music we have 

worked on, accompaniment tracks for songs (if I have them), handouts, and recordings (if I record 

the lessons on their behalf).  An email will be sent providing you with the link to the folder.  You do 

not need to have an account for the link to work.  You can simply bookmark the link in your web 

browser as if it were a web page.  All files in the folder can be downloaded to your desktop or 

laptop.  

 

- CONTINUING EDUCATION AND PERFORMING: As part of my responsibility to you as your 

teacher, I attend voice conferences and training programs each year to stay current on the latest 

research within the voice community and to learn how to serve you better.   I also try to perform as 

much as possible.  I sing with an 18 piece big band and also audition for shows at local theatres 

(sometimes on LI and other times in NYC).  Auditioning, rehearsing, and performing can make 

scheduling tricky at times.  I try my best not to cancel lessons and to give ample notice when I have 

a conflict.  

 

- NEWSLETTER: I send out a quarterly newsletter that includes student news and events, local 

audition listings, and short expositions on various topics.  Past topics have included audio 

technology, Alexander technique, Headshots and Resumes, and College audition requirements.  You 

may subscribe through my website or through clicking the link in my email signature. 

 

- STUDIO WEBSITE: Please take the time to visit my studio website 

www.longislandvoicelessons.com  and my Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/Long-Island-

Voice-Lessons-469490110247815/ 
 

- YOU TUBE CHANNEL: My channel includes playlists for Vocal Anatomy, Body Work, Musical 

Theatre, Dance, Song Lists, Links to Student Performances and More. These are always a work in 

progress, so subscribe to my channel for updates.  Search my name Amanda Chmela or click the link 

on my website at the bottom of the “Video” page. 
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